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A suffix is a letter or group of letters added to the end of a root 

word. It changes the meaning or the part of speech of the 

word. 
 

The suffix ‘-ful’ means full of. It can also mean as much as                     

something can hold.  

e.g.  grace            graceful (full of grace, having grace)   

         spoon            spoonful (as much as a spoon can hold) 

 

1. Make new words by adding the suffix ‘-ful’ to the root words 

below. Write the new words in the boxes provided.  
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THE SUFFIX ‘-FUL’ 

f. help   

g. pain    

h. peace  

i. doubt 

j. joy     

a. colour 

b. thank 

c. hope 

d. harm 

e. care
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(peace) 

(hope) 

(thank) 

(colour) 

(pain) 

(use) 

(care) 

 

 

2.   Fill in the blanks by adding the suffix ‘-ful’ to the words in 

brackets.  

 

 

a. You must be                                   when crossing the street.                                            

 

b. We were                                    that we would win the match.     

 

c. The hungry children were                                     for the meal. 

d. Sue wore a                                    costume to the parade.  

e. Losing my favourite pet was a                                    experience.  

f. A dictionary is a very                                    book.  

g. It was a                                    night.         
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THE SUFFIX ‘-FUL’ 

f. help   

g. pain    

h. peace  

i. doubt 

j. joy     

a. colour 

b. thank 

c. hope 

d. harm 

e. care

colourful 

thankful 

hopeful 

harmful 

careful 

helpful 

painful 

peaceful 

doubtful 

joyful 
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2.   Fill in the blanks by adding the suffix ‘-ful’ to the words in 

brackets.  

 

 

a. You must be                                   when crossing the street.                                            

 

b. We were                                    that we would win the match.     

 

c. The hungry children were                                     for the meal. 

d. Sue wore a                                    costume to the parade.  

e. Losing my favourite pet was a                                    experience.  
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g. It was a                                    night.         

 

 

  ANSWER KEY 

peaceful 

(peace) 

useful 

(use) 

painful 

(pain) 

colourful 

(colour) 

thankful 

(thank) 

hopeful 

(hope) 

careful 

(care) 
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